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...spiritually and emotionally supports orphans and underprivileged 

children in the Vologda Oblast of northern Russia.    

1998-2013:  CHANGING TIMES, UNCHANGING FAITH 
1998: Cost of a gallon of gas was $1.15.  Cost of a U.S. postage stamp was 32 cents.  The United 
States launched cruise missile strikes against al-Qaida training camps in Afghanistan.  Apple Computer 
unveiled the iMac.  The Google search engine was founded.  The ruble lost 70% of its value against the 
U.S. dollar in 6 months.  Several of Russia’s largest banks collapsed, and millions of people lost their 
savings.  Comfort Foundation Russia was officially recognized by the Russian government as a 
registered charitable organization to equip Russian orphans and underprivileged children to lead 

spiritually, physically and emotionally healthy lives.  

1999: Maxim and Pasha were two and four years old when they came to live 
with my former roommate, Julia, and me.  Since then Julia has married, is raising 
four boys and has taken the initiative to lead a multi-church camp in Archangelsk 

with 4 participating churches and 100 children.  

2013 Maxim is 18, he is graduating from high school, and he plans to enter 
Dental Technology Vocational School.  Pasha will turn 16 this October and will 
be in the 10th grade.  This summer both young men stood in front of the church 
and promised to be faithful to God and to be pure in thought, word and deed as 

they wait for a godly wife.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yes, times have changed; yet our unchanging God is using His people in northern Russia to transform 
lives. 

Sherri Brock Holzhausen 
President of the Board of Comfort Foundation, USA 

www.ComfortFoundation.orgwww.ComfortFoundation.orgwww.ComfortFoundation.orgwww.ComfortFoundation.org    
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SNAPSHOTS 
Our staff has made a commitment to mentor orphanage graduates and former Comfort Our staff has made a commitment to mentor orphanage graduates and former Comfort Our staff has made a commitment to mentor orphanage graduates and former Comfort Our staff has made a commitment to mentor orphanage graduates and former Comfort 

Foundation participants.  They walk with these young men and women through life.  Some Foundation participants.  They walk with these young men and women through life.  Some Foundation participants.  They walk with these young men and women through life.  Some Foundation participants.  They walk with these young men and women through life.  Some 
of these young adults have, in turn, committed to mentor the children that God puts in their of these young adults have, in turn, committed to mentor the children that God puts in their of these young adults have, in turn, committed to mentor the children that God puts in their of these young adults have, in turn, committed to mentor the children that God puts in their 

path, whether their own or other orphans.path, whether their own or other orphans.path, whether their own or other orphans.path, whether their own or other orphans.    

Teona, an Orphanage 5 graduate, came to visit the 
Comfort Foundation staff and spent the whole day 
supporting the staff in planning and implementing 
ministry activities.   

 
 
 
 
 

She also went as a volunteer to Zayonikievo Boarding 
School and plans to help in the camp this summer.  It 
is so great that the graduates can take part in Comfort 
Foundation activities and support the kids!   

 

Vision Trip to Vologda and Cherepovets 

March 21-30, 2014 

Sherri Holzhausen will lead this trip.  Participants 
will meet the children, teens and young adults we 

serve, spend time with our staff, and experience the 
beauty that is northern Russia. 
Approximate cost:  $2,500. 

Contact Sherri at sherri@comfortfoundation.org or 
314-221-9464 for more information.  

“Camp Visit” 

Wednesday, June 19, 2013 
We invite you to join us from 7:00-9:00 a.m. 
at Bethel Baptist Church (1217 Wilson Road, 

Wilmington, DE) for a Skype session with those 
at the Vologda camp.  Get a brief taste of 

camp, meet some of the children and staff, and 
stay for a time of prayer and discussion. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARMARK YOUR CALENDARMARK YOUR CALENDARMARK YOUR CALENDAR 

 
Tanya Kizlova 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pasha & Luba Pichugina 
 

Katya Ilyina 

  

 
 

Katya Goloschapova 

Alla, Olga, Anya, Nikolai and Marina (our Vologda staff) invited graduates and their Alla, Olga, Anya, Nikolai and Marina (our Vologda staff) invited graduates and their Alla, Olga, Anya, Nikolai and Marina (our Vologda staff) invited graduates and their Alla, Olga, Anya, Nikolai and Marina (our Vologda staff) invited graduates and their 
children or boyfriends to tea and conversation followed by a Skype event with friends from children or boyfriends to tea and conversation followed by a Skype event with friends from children or boyfriends to tea and conversation followed by a Skype event with friends from children or boyfriends to tea and conversation followed by a Skype event with friends from 
St. Louis.  It is wonderful to see these orphanage graduates loving and caring for their own St. Louis.  It is wonderful to see these orphanage graduates loving and caring for their own St. Louis.  It is wonderful to see these orphanage graduates loving and caring for their own St. Louis.  It is wonderful to see these orphanage graduates loving and caring for their own 
children.  It is also exciting for our staff to fill the role of grandparents in their lives!!children.  It is also exciting for our staff to fill the role of grandparents in their lives!!children.  It is also exciting for our staff to fill the role of grandparents in their lives!!children.  It is also exciting for our staff to fill the role of grandparents in their lives!!    
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Special Gifts 
~ Jeanne Hickey Memorial Fund ~ 

~ In memory of Joseph Every ~ 

~ In honor of Suzy Gaeddert ~ 

THANK YOU! 

THE MINISTRY OF COMFORT FOUNDATION IS 

100% DONOR SUPPORTED! 

Send your tax-deductible contributions to Comfort Foundation, P.O. Box 

220261, St. Louis, MO  63122 or visit our website to donate online. 

Comfort Foundation also gratefully accepts stock donations through Josh Wright at Edward 
Jones (josh.wright@edwardjones.com), and we are a recognized recipient in the matching gift 

programs at U.S. Bancorp, Monsanto, GE and Microsoft.  If your employer has such a 
program, please check with them to see if your gift to Comfort Foundation could be matched. 

SUMMER CAMP NEWS 

For the first time in our 15-year history, Comfort Foundation has canceled U.S. team 
involvement in summer camps.  This decision stems from two recently-passed Russian 
laws.  A law related to non-government organizations was passed in July 2012 and has 
resulted in scrutiny for all not-for-profit organizations throughout Russia.  Over the last 
several months, investigators have requested numerous documents and have met with 
Alla, our Russian director.  We are working with lawyers to reach a successful outcome.   

A second law was passed in December 2012 that prohibits Americans from adopting 
Russian children. While Comfort Foundation is not involved in any adoptions, our 
mission is to serve orphans (and underprivileged children) and each year teams of 
Americans come to help with camps.  Our Russian staff believes this has aroused some 
level of suspicion.  One of the American teams experienced this first-hand last summer, 
when they were approached and questioned by a police investigator.   

Our Russian staff met in late April to discuss the current situation and how to proceed.  
There was significant concern that the presence of Americans could increase the 
scrutiny.  Therefore, the very difficult decision was made to ask that American teams not 
come this year.  This has been disappointing for the children, our staff and the teams 
who were preparing to go.  The good news is that our Russian staff will still hold camps 
— for foster children at the Vologda Center June 17-21 and for the kids at New Corners 
June 24-28.  Please pray for wisdom for the staff as the investigation continues, as they 
consult with lawyers, and as they continue to minister to the children.  
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Comfort Foundation Board Members:         Participating Churches: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Partnering Mission Agency:              Comfort Foundation Contact Information: 

WWW.COMFORTFOUNDATION.ORG 

Laura Adkins (OH) — lahell@gmail.com 
Bob Evans (PA) — evansbcm@verizon.net 
Pat Grace (MO) — grace1pat@sbcglobal.net 
Sherri Brock Holzhausen (MO) — sherri@comfortfoundation.org 
Chris Kostow (DE) — ctinamk@gmail.com 
Jean Lee (DE) — djeanmlee@gmail.com 
John Roach (PA) — johnroach5@comcast.net 
Paul Schroeder (MO) — pschroe2@swbell.net 
Kristine Weck (IL) — kristine.bishop@gmail.com 

Bethel Baptist (Wilmington, DE) 

Bonhomme Presbyterian (St. Louis, MO) 

Central Presbyterian (St. Louis, MO) 

Community Covenant Church (St. Louis, MO) 

Grace Bible Fellowship (Wallingford, PA) 

Greentree Community (St. Louis, MO) 

International Community Church of Surrey (London) 

Sycamore Presbyterian (Cincinnati, OH) 

BCM International, Inc. 
201 Granite Run Drive, Suite 260 
Lancaster, PA  17601 
www.bcmintl.org 

Comfort Foundation 
P.O. Box 220261 
St. Louis, MO  63122 

314-221-9464 

Sherri Holzhausen, Board President 
sherri@comfortfoundation.org 

 WITH PRAYER AND THANKSGIVING 
Comfort Foundation staff and family are honored to thank 

Barry, Suzy, Micah and Zachary Gaeddert for their faithful, 

enthusiastic, joyful, and undying love for Russia children, 

first visiting Comfort Foundation in Vologda in 2005 and 

thereafter leading teams from St. Louis, taking our logo 

photograph, and being part of our Board.  We are honored to 

call them friends. We celebrate the gift of this family to the 

world and more selfishly to us.  Suzy will soon be in the 

arms of Jesus, no longer limited by the cancer that has 

attacked her brain. Our hearts ache with the thought of 

missing her, but we rejoice in the times we have had together and in her infectious love for Jesus. We are 

humbled by Barry’s thought-provoking posts on the perils of the journey and the peace he finds in God’s 

presence (see www.updateonsuzy.blogspot.com). We rejoice at the young men Zachary and Micah have 

become. 

Light House Ministry in Cherepovets 

For the second year in a row, our staff in Cherepovets have been asked 
to lead a camp comprised of children from churches, social 
organizations and our own ministry.  The churches in that community 
have taken the lead in financing half the cost of each participant, and 
the rest will come from Russian parents and sponsors.  We are thrilled 
at this outcome and bow our heads in gratitude for our wonderful staff 
in Cherepovets.   
From our Cherepovets staff:  “On May 3, Easter was celebrated in 

Russia.  We decided to arrange an Easter celebration in our club and invited the children to come. Eighteen kids 
came to this Easter celebration! First we had a Bible study, reading the Bible story and watching some parts of 
the movie Jesus Christ. Then we had questions and games. We found out that most of the kids knew a lot about 
Jesus and His birth but some didn’t know anything about His death and resurrection. The children were 
interested and asked a lot of questions. After that we made a  craft – an Easter egg decorated with beads, paper 
stripes, etc.  Then we served tea with cakes and sweets.” 


